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OPeNDAP – Access Tool allows users to import virtually any DODS dataset into MS-Access database. There are, however, some restrictions. This version does not support datasets containing Non-linear sequence and/or Structure as data type. Please contact Viral Jain at viral_jain@hotmail.com for future upgrades.

When the tool is run, on the first page, it has just one button, DODS Import Wizard. Clicking on it opens the actual wizard. First page of the wizard asks for three parameters, all of which are required. First parameter is actually DODS URL for the dataset. To simplify, e.g., if you can access DDS of the dataset using URL…
http://somehost.com/xyz.dds
Then URL to specify here is http://somehost.com/xyz 

Further, it asks for database and table name. The tool creates a new database every time an import is made. The database (MS-Access for now) would be created in Current Working Directory and it would have the name you specify here. It also asks for default table name. You could give any legitimate names here.

After specifying all three parameters, click “Next”. This might take a while as the tool will go to Internet and fetch DDS and DAS for the dataset. Once done, it moves to the next page where it displays DDS and DAS of the dataset you just specified. Using these information you can construct Constraint Expression (CE) to subset the dataset. Explanation on constraint expression can be found on OPeNDAP web-site. Leave the CE empty to download the whole dataset. After you are done with CE, click on “Start Import” (Do NOT click on “Finish” Yet). Once you click “Start Import” it could take seconds to several minutes/hours depending on size of the dataset you are importing. It keeps showing progress bar to indicate progress. After dataset has been imported successfully, it will display a message saying so. You can click “Finish” at this stage to exit the wizard or go back and import another dataset.
After done, check the Current Working Directory (generally, the directory where the exe file resides for the application) for the database (.mdb) containing all data. Only database format supported at this time is MS-Access. With little effort it could be made to support any other database.

Source code for the tool is available with this documentation. The tool was created using Visual Studio 6. Before you can compile the tool successfully, you would need to set Directories for Include files and Library files by going in Tools/Options. The new include directory needs to point to “dods” folder in the source code folder, which has all header files for dods library. Similarly, new library folder needs to point to “lib” folder. While compiling in Debug mode, it generates lots of warning for truncation of symbol, which is okay. They don’t appear in Release mode.
Please contact Viral Jain at viral_jain@hotmail.com if you need further help with the tool or Source code. 
